
Physics 3A, UCI Winter 2014 

Instructor: Basilio Yniguez, byniguez@uci.edu 

Lecture Schedule: MWF 1:00 – 1:50    PSLH 100 

Office Hours:  FRH 2152  Wed. 2-3pm  Fri.  3-4pm or by appointment. 

Course Website:  https://eee.uci.edu/14w/47100 

TEXTBOOK:  Physics for Scientists & Engineers with Modern Physics, Fourth Edition, by Douglas Giancoli 

Homework & Quizzes:  Homework will constitute 12% of your grade.  Homework solutions will be 
posted online PRIOR to the homework being due.  The purpose of this for you to use the solutions to 
gain a MASTERY of doing the homework problems.  Quizzes will count for 8% of your overall grade.  
They will be similar in content to the homework and will be given in discussion sections at the end of 
discussion.  You will be given approximately 15 minutes to complete quizzes, but time allocation of 
discussions is left to the discretion of the teaching assistant.    For homework, register with 
MasteringPhysics.com  Our course code is:  MPYNIGUEZ76163 

Calculator Policy:  No graphing or programmable calculators will be permitted while you take the 
midterm and final exams.  No exceptions. 

Midterm Exam:  There will be only one midterm examination that will be given during our normal 
lecture time and location on Wednesday of Week 5.  You will be allowed to use a half sheet of notes, 
double sided. 

Final Exam:  The final exam will be administered during finals week on Wednesday, March 19, from 1:30 
to 3:30.  You will be allowed to bring a full sheet of notes. 

Examination make up policy:  If you are in good standing in this course, and if you have a good reason 
for missing an exam, then you may request to retake the exam and you may or may not be able to.  I 
reserve the right to deny anybody a second opportunity to take an exam. 

The grade breakdown is as follows: 

 Homework:    12% 

 Quizzes:   8% 

 Midterm: 35% 

 Final Exam: 45% 

 

The mean for a class at UCI is typically ~ 60%, hence a curve is usually required.  A curve will be 

determined at the end of the term and will be loosely based on the following grade distribution: 

A’s 17%  B’s 33% 

C’s 33%  D’s   17% 
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