
PHYS 150:  College Physics II 
 

Spring 2014, James Madison University 
MWF 9:05 a.m. – 9:55 a.m., HHS 1302, Section 0001, Class #10459 

 
Catalog Description:  The second semester of a non-calculus sequence in general 
physics. Topics include principles of electromagnetism, optics, and modern physics. 
Prerequisite: C- or better in PHYS 140 or equivalent. 

Goals:  Students who succeed in this course are expected to improve their understanding 
of the physical concepts described above as well as have a better understanding of the 
process of science. 

Instructor Info:
Office:
Phone:

E-Mail:
Office Hours:

 
Web Page:

Mark E. Mattson, Assistant Professor of Physics 
Physics & Chemistry 1166 
8-5359 (FAX:  8-2800) 
mattsome 
MW:  10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 Th:  12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
http://canvas.jmu.edu 

Contacting me through e-mail is the surest way; please use an appropriate subject header 
or else run the risk of me deleting it without reading it as I’ll think it’s spam. 
 
Required Text:  College Physics, 2nd Edition, Giambattista, Richardson & Richardson, 
published by McGraw-Hill. 
 
Grading:  Homework will be administered online via the LON-CAPA system, accessible 
at lc.cit.jmu.edu (ignore security issues associated with the site and use your regular JMU 
username/password combo to log in); each assignment will need to be completed by 9:00 
a.m. Friday morning.  There will be an assignment each week that will be posted either 
the Friday or Saturday before it’s due.  All exams will consist of multiple choice 
problems.  All homeworks and exams are expected to be representative of the student’s 
own work.  Evidence of failing to follow this guideline will be a violation of the Honor 
Code and will be prosecuted to the fullest extent possible. The breakdown of the 
overall grade is as follows: 

Top 2 Semester Exams:
Final Exam:
Homework:

40% (20% each) 
25% 
35% 

An absence on the day of an exam will require a valid excuse with documentation, where 
applicable.  If the absence is related to a University-sanctioned activity or a religious 
observance, prior notification in writing must be given.  If the absence is related to a 
personal situation, notify me in a timely manner and provide proof of the situation if such 
can reasonably be provided.  I will consider each personal situation as it arises.  While 
attendance is otherwise not required, it is highly recommended as there is a strong 
correlation between doing well on the exams and regularly attending class. 
 
 

http://canvas.jmu.edu/


Class will be managed by having students both view a pre-recorded lecture and perform 
the reading before class.  Time in class will be spent discussing examples, responding to 
questions, and allowing students to work with each other on solving problems. This 
methodology of “peer learning”, has been shown to enhance the education of students, 
provided the students are active participants in their learning.  Sitting at your chair 
waiting for the answer instead of working towards it is a poor use of your time. 
 
If class is cancelled due to inclement weather, an announcement will be made on Canvas 
regarding any plans to make up for the missing time. 
 
Students with disabilities that require accommodations should contact me as soon as 
reasonably possible to discuss them. 

Date Reading Assignment Date Reading Assignment 
1/13 
1/15 
1/17 
1/22 
1/24 
1/27 
1/29 
1/31 
2/3 
2/5 
2/7 
2/10 
2/12 
2/14 
2/17 
2/19 
2/21 
2/24 
2/26 
2/28 
3/3 
3/5 

Introduction, Chapter 16  
Chapter 16 
Chapter 16 
Chapter 17 
Chapter 17 
Chapter 17 
Chapter 18 
Chapter 18  
Chapter 18 
Chapter 19 
EXAM #1 
Chapter 19 
Chapter 19 
Chapter 20 
Chapter 20 
Chapter 20 
Chapter 21 
Chapter 21 
Chapter 21 
EXAM #2 
Chapter 22 
Chapter 22 

3/7 
3/17 
3/19 
3/21 
3/24 
3/26 
3/28 
3/31 
4/2 
4/4 
4/7 
4/9 
4/11 
4/14 
4/16 
4/18 
4/21 
4/23 
4/25 
4/28 
4/30 

 

Chapter 22 
Chapter 23 
Chapter 23 
Chapter 23 
Chapter 24 
Chapter 24 
Chapter 25 
Chapter 25 
Chapter 25 
EXAM #3 
Chapter 26 
Chapter 26 
Chapter 27 
Chapter 27 
Chapter 27 
Chapter 28 
Chapter 28 
Chapter 28 
Chapter 29 
Chapter 29 

                     Chapter 29 
 

Wednesday, May 7th:  Cumulative Final Exam, 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
 

Policy on Adding Courses 
 
Students are responsible for registering for classes and for verifying their class schedules 
on e-campus.   
 
The deadline for adding or dropping a Spring Semester class without instructor and 
academic unit head signatures is Tuesday, January 21, 2014.   Instructor and academic 
unit head signatures are required to add a Spring Semester 2014 class between 
Wednesday, January 22, 2014 and Thursday, January 30, 2014. 



 
No student will be allowed to register for a Spring Semester class after Thursday, January 
30, 2014.  The last day to withdraw from class with the “W” designation is Friday, March 
21, 2014.  No exceptions will be made to these deadlines. 
 


