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THE LA PROGRAM
UNCG’s LA program is very different from most 
programs1,2,3 in the degree and nature of the responsibilities 
it gives to the LAs. LA responsibilities include:
•generating syllabi and lab instructions; 
•creating reference materials, quizzes and other documents;  
•conducting the lab meetings;
•evaluating student work. 
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“[The LA program] 
definitely opened my 
eyes to [teaching] as 

more of a consideration 
for a potential career.”

“Being up there 
and teaching 

people showed me 
that I, most of the 
time, knew more 
than I gave myself 

credit for.”

“[We as LAs] actually 
get to experience what 
it’s like, because… we 
were writing up our 

own projects, our own 
homework assignments 
or our own quizzes…”

“Teaching requires 
you to get the whole 
view, to look at the 

subject and instead of 
just knowing it for a 
test or for homework 

but to think about 
how you would 

explain this to another 
human being in a way 

that they will 
understand as well.”

“I learned a lot about lab 
techniques that I sort of 

didn’t get a good 
appreciation for when I 
was in the lab itself.”

“ I made better friends 
with the other LAs, 

which was cool to have 
connections in the 

physics department that I 
didn’t have before.”

“I liked hearing other 
students’ thought process 
about how they reasoned 
the way that they did.”

Abstract: UNCG has an innovative LA program, in which upper-class 
undergraduate physics students teach laboratory sections of the introductory 
calculus-based physics sequence. These LAs do all prep work for the lab and 
conduct lab meetings. They meet with the professor before the semester to 
determine an overall plan for the lab course, and then weekly during the 
semester for guidance. This gives the LAs a genuine voice in the design of 
the course. Through interviews with former and current LAs, we found that 
this experience makes physics majors more inclined to consider a career in 
teaching, or even in PER. It also improves students’ content knowledge and 
laboratory skills.

Interview
We conducted a semi-structured interview with five of the 
ten current and past LAs. The interview protocol 
contained the following questions:
1) General overview, what was your opinion of being an 

LA?
2) How has being an LA affected the way you think 

about physics?
3) How has being an LA affected the way you think 

about teaching?
4) Has this made you want to be a teacher, or at least 

opened your eyes to the field?
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We can conclude that the UNCG LA program has
many positive impacts on the participants’
perceptions of themselves as potential teachers and
as physics learners.

We conducted a preliminary qualitative investigation into
the ways that LAs perceive they have been impacted by
their participation in the program.
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