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The common man’s ontology is vague and untidy in two ways. It takes in many purported objects that are Provi d 1N g
vague and inadequately defined. But also, what is more significant, it is vague in scope; we cannot even
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broad sense. Scientists and philosophers seek a comprehensive system of the world, and one that is to the Algebra Project
oriented to reference even more squarely and utterly than ordinary language. Ontological concern is not Robert P. Moses
a correction of a lay thought and practice; it is foreign to the lay culture, though an outgrowth of it. e i Arnold B. Arons
- A runner eats pasta and then runs
We can draw explicit ontological lines when desired. We can regiment our notation...At other points : - _ 2 marathon
new ontic commitments may emerge. There is room for choice, and one chooses with a view to simplicity  What do we believe Is important?  Why do we believe? '
iIn one’s overall system of the world. (From Things and their Place in Theories) « How do we show? « How do we know?
Teacher & student empowerment and the 5 steps of the Algebra Project method General description As in Algebra Project As in Energy Project

demystification of scientific knowledge:
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— A general principle Men are taller than women, on average. Energy is conserved, and tends to degrade. >ee PERC poster: ;
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A field that can take on different values The height of Jocelyn is 1.7 m. The form of energy in the rubber band is elastic.
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